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About Us 

Academic 
background 

Professional 
experience 

Different paths 
toward similar 
interest 

 







 

General Observations 

Much ink spilled 

Definitional vagueness 

Agreement on strategic 
importance 

 Emphasis on 
engagement 

No real academic home 

 

 

 

 



 
 Atheoretical (63%) 
 Emphasis on post- 9/11 period (74%) 
 Focus on state-based actors (57%) 
 U.S. regular focus of discussion (more than 50%) 
 Types of activity considered: 
 advocacy ~ 28% 
 cultural familiarization ~ 19% 
 exchange ~ 17% 
 international broadcasting ~ 16% 
 strategic communication ~ 10% 
 nation branding ~ 8% 

 One-way communication model (32%) 
 Qualitative method (92%) 
 Essays (58%) 

 

Existing Research 



 
 Lots of theory to draw on 

 IR has been at center of existing research, but 
potential to draw from media studies. 

 Examples include: 
 Media content & audience effects 

 Press-state relations 

 Transnational advocacy 

 Framing & agenda-setting 

 Two-step flow 

 Network theory 

 

 

 

Future Research 



 

Closing Thoughts 

We are: 

 Optimistic about 
future research 

 Eager to see 
methodical studies 

 Seeking more theory 

 Hopeful about 
practical applications 

 Happy to take 
questions… 
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